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Further instructions for the up-date 

COPENHAGEN MEETING

AIM: To produce drafts for the chapters 2,9, and 11 of the QA up-date

PLACE: Copenhagen, Denmark (locations will be announce later) 


TIME: From 24.3.2003 12:00 to 25.3.2003 17:30.

Please find attached the draft of the  Copenhagen meeting agenda. Professor Elsebeth Lynge has kindly promised to host the meeting and inform about the meeting locations, help with the recommended accommodation, etc. particulars, in more detail.  The co-ordination centre in Munich will finance (re-imburse) the traveling, accommodation and meeting cost of the external experts, and of up to about five members of the network. 

The following invited external experts have confirmed to me their availability: 



Availability to 



Copenhagen meeting
Review and commenting

M.Hakama

Yes

Yes

E.Lynge

Yes

Yes

J.Patnick

Yes

Yes

E.McCoogan

Yes

Yes

P.Nieminen

Yes

Yes

A.B.Miller

Unable to attend
Yes 

H.Vainio has not yet confirmed. We need an urgent confirmation. 

The following network members are hence also proposed to take part in the Copenhagen meeting: 

- U.Schenck, co-ordinator of the network 

- A.Anttila, chair of the meeting, co-ordination of the epidemiology group 

- G.Ronco, assisting co-ordination on monitoring issues 

- M.Arbyn, 

- J. Dillner, 

- M. Fender.  

Contributions: 

Please find attached a new draft on the Table of contents. This proposal has been worked out based on the background materials (see below). Please send me your comments before 10th February. 

There are proposals that I have done on written contributions. Please confirm your willingness to the contribution to me before 10th February. If you are interested to contribute also some other subchapters with no proposed first author yet please let me know. Those subchapters which will not be covered by any other will be drafted by the Finnish group. 

For those included as the network member in the plan:

Please send the first draft of the text and tabulations to me before 1.March ´03, so that we can share materials and discuss them in more detail in the network meeting in Ormylia. The pre-meeting draft for Ormylia need not necessarily be yet a finalised text version. Either a Word-document or a Power-point presentation would be suitable. The drafts need to be revised further in few weeks time after the Ormylia meeting. 

For those included as the advisory experts in the Copenhagen meeting:

- Please note that a written contribution is expected from each of you; a draft need to sent already before the Copenhagen meeting to me. March 19. is the dead-line. The co-ordination centre (S.Pfleger) has informed that a written contribution is the condition for receiving the reimbursement. Main aim of the Copenhagen meeting will be to present and discuss the drafts. Therefore we need as ready drafts as possible. A Word-document with table drafts would be suitable. 

- The drafts need to be revised after the Copenhagen meeting and the revised drafts sent to A.Anttila before 25. April (week 17). A.Anttila will compose the first draft of the whole chapter(s). These need to be shown to the co-ordination centre by 30. April; and will be presented and discussed in the network meeting in Helsinki held in June. The drafts will be edited further also after this network meeting.

- Each of the external experts are proposed to comment drafts, in the later stage of the up-date process we propose and encourage that they'll receive drafts to comment also on the other chapters than those produced by the epidemiology group. 

- Up to three experts will be financed in the network meeting in September (which is scheduled to accept the final network version of the guideline). These persons are proposed by the network. 

- Co-ordination centre in Munich will negotiate with the Commission also on compensating working time consumption; please record the amount of working days consumed in this up-date. 

- Co-ordination centre in Munich will cover necessary information costs e.g. to acquire reprints. 

BACKGROUND MATERIALS 

The following materials are used for the up-date as the backround papers. These have already been provided for the network members. Coordination centre (Munich, S. Pfleger) will mail a copy of these to he advisory experts. If you have these already and don't need a copy, please inform her soon. 

- Cervical cancer screening QA guideline 1993, available in also WEB address ´www.cancer-network.de/cervical´ (click Guidelines). 

- Breast cancer screening QA guideline 2001

- Recommendations on cancer screening in the EU, EJC 2000; 36:1473-1478.

The proposed Table of contents has been planned using the above documents. Other literature that has proved out to be important are 

- WHO documents 

- EJC special issue on cervical cancer screening programmes, 2000 

- Evaluation and monitoring of screening programmes, EC/EAC, Luxembourg 2000. 

There are discussion papers available at the above web-site of the network on the guideline aspects, provided by network partners. 

A.Anttila and G.Ronco will prepare proposals for basic tabulations on the screening programmes in a preparatory session held on the 10-12th February in Helsinki. These drafts will form basis of the Chapter 11 and also in some of the tabulations for sub-chapter 2.4. 

OTHER COMMENTS

The authors are asked to consider the topics not only based on their own experiences and programmes, but also consider the requirements in the other European countries. There are established screening programmes in some countries, whereas some others are still piloting or without a programme. There are also lots of criticism about relative inefficiency in some forms of the activities. 

Infrastructures also differ. Within the next 5-10 years new member states may emerge and most of them do not have an organised cervical cancer screening programme yet. It would be a challenging task to provide useful tools also for these countries for the situations when they'll consider introducing their screening programmes. 
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